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What is a Poker Run?

A Poker Run is a point to point, fixed destination 
ride.  Riders will collect poker cards at 
predetermined pit stops.  Best hand at end of the 
ride wins the prize.

Police escorted rides are popular and tend to attract more 
riders.
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Event Date
• A Sunday event will bring the most riders.

• Research weather patterns for the day.  Rain would hurt this 
event.

• Check with the fairgrounds and Chamber of Commerce for other 
events that may reduce participants.
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Establish route

• Select scenic route that motorcycle riders will enjoy.

• Solicit sponsors along route where riders can collect 
their poker card, refuel and purchase beverages and 
snacks.

• Determine how many miles between each stop.
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Pit Stops and Collecting Poker Cards

• Solicit sponsors along route to be used as a pit stop 
where riders can collect their poker card, refuel and 
purchase beverages and snacks.

• Bars cannot be used as a pit stop.

• Have a volunteer(s) at each pit stop to have poker cards 
available.

• Solicit sponsor at midway point to host lunch.
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Starting Line
• Each participant will need to check in at Registration 

Table.  They will need to turn in entry fee/pledges and 
sign a release waiver.

• Each participant will receive a gift bag.

• Each participant will need a map of the route with 
designated pit stops highlighted.

• Each participant will need a Poker Run Form and to draw 
the 1st card.
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Poker Hand
• Each participant will draw one card at the starting line, 

each pit stop (3) and the finish line / BBQ – giving them a 
total of 5 cards drawn.

• Volunteer will need to initial which card was drawn on 
the participants Poker Run Form.

• Best hand will be determined at the finish line and prizes 
awarded.

• Solicit prizes for poker hand awards.
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Finish Line - BBQ

• Each participant will need to draw final card for their 
poker hand.  Poker Run Forms will be collected at that 
point to determine best hand.

• BBQ

• Bike Show

• Awards Ceremony
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Riders to target for the ride

Law Enforcement agencies, especially those with 
motorcycle units.

Motorcycle clubs such as HOG – Harley Owners Group, 
Gold Wing Club, religious motorcycle groups, any group 
in the area that is not “gang” related, CARQUEST 
employees, motorcycle dealership employees, etc.



Law Enforcement Torch RunLaw Enforcement Torch Run
Poker RunPoker Run

Entry costs

There is an entry fee for each rider and each passenger.  
This can be a rider expense or each rider can solicit 
pledges to pay for their entry.  Remember – this is a 
fundraiser and funds are raised through the entry fee.

Example 100 motorcycles at $100 each = $10,000.
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Rider pledges and incentives
Riders can receive incentives based on the amount they raise.  
Work with Special Olympics state office to determine incentive 
levels and prizes.  Remember – expenses must be kept at 20% or 
less.
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Other money
• Solicit motorcycle dealerships for Premier Sponsorship and showcase their 

company.  The finish line party will be a bike show setting where dealerships 
can show off their products.

• Riders can bid for lead position and lead the ride.

• Riders can enter their bike into the show for $2 for a chance to win a plaque in 
“Best of Class”.

• Split the pot or 50/50 raffle during BBQ.

• Offer awards for largest club attendance, largest law enforcement agency 
attendance and most pledges raised.

• Solicit pit stop sponsors along the route.
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Sponsor Benefit Packets
GOLD SPONSOR - $5000

Sponsorship Offering

• Company name immediately integrated into event logo.

• Prime banner placement during the event.

• Prime booth placement to display company merchandise.

• Company mention during all advertising and throughout the day of the event.

• Company logo placement on every collateral piece associated with event 
including posters, t-shirts, press releases and advertising.

• Full page advertising in event program.

• Use of event logo.

• 10 motorcycle entries in the event.
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Sponsor Benefit Packets
SILVER SPONSOR - $2500

Sponsorship Offering

• Booth or display space at finish line / BBQ.

• Company banner placement at finish line area.

• Stage mentions throughout the day.

• Name and logo on all posters.

• Name and logo on all newspaper and radio advertising.

• Name and logo on all event t-shirts.

• ½ page advertisement in event program.

• 5 motorcycle entries in the event.
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Sponsor Benefit Packets
BRONZE SPONSOR - $1000

Sponsorship Offering

• Booth or display space at finish line / BBQ.

• Company banner at finish line area.

• Stage mention throughout the day.

• Name and logo on all press releases.

• Name and logo on information poster.

• ¼ page advertisement in event program.

• 2 motorcycle entries in the event.
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Advertising
• Big posters to display at all motorcycle dealerships in the area

and along the route.

• Display posters at all area CARQUEST stores.

• Radio coverage.

• Send out a twix to all law enforcement agencies.
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Athlete Involvement
• As always, it is important to include Special Olympics athletes in 

our fundraising events.

• Work with local Area Director to involve athletes at starting 
point, pit stops and finish line area / BBQ.
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Volunteers Needed
• Registration Table – 5 people minimum to take money, check 

riders in, hand out materials and gift bags, have waivers signed
and answer any questions about the event.

• Start/Finish Line Staff – 10 people minimum to take care of all 
aspects of the BBQ, secure food sponsors, set up tables for 
registration and BBQ, set up stage area with PA system, hang 
event signs and any other needs.
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Liability Concerns
• All riders and passengers participating in the event must sign an SOI approved 

liability release form when they check in for the ride at the registration table.

• Any and all support staff must also sign a release form.

• Cell phone access will be maintained during the ride when possible in case of 
an accident.

• Riders suspected of drinking during the ride will be asked to leave 
immediately.

• Notify all law enforcement and EMS agencies that are situated along the route.

• Have support vehicle follow riders – equipped with water, tools, first aid kit, 
fuel, etc.
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Rules for a Successful Event
• Keep a good record of:

•Who gave how much – THANK THEM!

•Where did you get free goods and services – THANK THEM!

•Volunteers – THANK THEM!

•Sponsors – THANK THEM!

•How much time did it really take for the ride?

•What where the hidden costs?

•What were the problems to avoid?
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Schedule of Events (example)

8:30–10:30am Registration at Bonner Town Pump (1st Poker Card)

10:30am RIDE BEGINS

11:00am Pit Stop at Kurt’s Polaris, Seeley Lake (2nd Poker Card)

12:00pm Halfway Pit Stop & Lunch at Big Fork (3rd Poker Card)

1:30pm Pit Stop at Polson Town Pump (4th Poker Card)

3:00pm BBQ Dinner, Awards Party and Bike Show at National Guard 
Armory (5th Poker Card)
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Registration Checklist
This form must be completed for each participant

__________________________________(Rider/Passenger Name)

�‰Collect pledge form and pledges

�‰Verify money received with participant

�‰If qualified, check the incentives participants will recieve.  Note size needed and where 
to send incentive.

�‰Have rider/passenger read & sign waiver.

�‰Give gift bag to rider/passenger along with map of the route.

�‰Give each participant a Poker Run Form and their 1st Poker Card.

�‰Thank them for supporting Special Olympics Montana.

�‰Staple this page with pledge form and waiver.



Law Enforcement Torch RunLaw Enforcement Torch Run
Poker RunPoker Run

Poker Run Form
AcesAcesKK’’ssQQ’’ssJJ’’ss1010’’ss99’’ss88’’ss77’’ss66’’ss55’’ss44’’ss33’’ss22’’ss


